GOD IS LONG-SUFFERING

Romans 9:22-23 (KJV) God, willing to shew wrath and to make His power known, endured with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:  that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He afore prepared unto glory.

Philippians 3:20-21 (KJV) For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body.

Our present earthen vessel body is spoken of as a vile body, or from the Greek, body of humiliation, being subjected to the oppression of change and decay. It is a body that conceals what we really are inside. But one day we will have a changed body, like unto His glorious body, and this new body will be a revelation of our true state of being in Him.

Job said, Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews, which means to conceal, to cover, to hide this state of being with all of its emptiness and vanity. When Jesus came unto His own, they knew Him not, even though He was the manifestation and revelation of God to man. He was concealed in a body the same as our humiliation. They could not see His glory.

Jesus told His disciples, yet a little while, and the world seeth Me no more; but ye see Me; because I live, ye shall live also. (John 14:19 KJV) When Jesus was on the mount, He was transfigured from His human body. His disciples were able to see, for a brief time, His true inner nature. They beheld the glory as the only begotten of the Father. After His resurrection, He passed through the door when it was closed. Standing before them His body gave them a testimony of whom He truly was – the glorified Son of the living God. One day our new body shall be a revelation of our new and true state of being in Christ.

Now, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, (II Corinthians 4:7 KJV), and much of the light is concealed by the flesh. As we flow in oneness with the Spirit of Christ, and our spirits are joined to each other, we can discern the true life that is hidden in each other’s earthen vessel. In the meantime, we must be careful and not judge after the outward, the flesh, instead of the inner spirit. One day when we shall have been totally changed, all will know our true inner state, for our body will be a revelation of His glory, and we will redound to His praise.

